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poet is therefore to be assigned to the later half of the 10th century A. D.
Jtshemendra
Kshemendra of Kashmir is the author of the Ramayaiiamanjarij the Bfaarataraattjari, and the Dasavataracfaarita, three long poems which narrate the respective epic stories conevyed by their titles. His mastery of the contents of the Puranas and Itibasas amply justifies his title of Vyasadasa. He has also written a fourth work of his kind, Brihadkatha* manjari, which is a brief Sanskrit rendering of Gunadhya's Brihadkatha which is said to have been composed in the Paisachi dialect. Kshemendra has contributed profusely to all branches of Sanskrit literature like epic, lyric, didactic and Alankara. He was a disciple of Abhinava Gupta and he lived in the court of king Ananta of Kashmir who ruled from 1029 to 1064 A. D. Although there is not much of artistic originality in his poems, Kshemendra's skill in abridging and the versatility of his genius deserve a fair appreciation.
Manktia
Comparatively more important is the Suikaiita-charita of Mankha belonging to about 1135 A. D. It deals in 25 cantos with the victory of Siva over the demon called Tripura* The poem is intolerably elaborate. Almost the whole of canto I is devoted to prayers and benedictions! and dreary descriptions on the hackneyed line choke the narrative in every canto*